YOUR NAME:

ACTIVITY:  PREWRITING USING THE “W” WORDS
CONTEXT:  

Once you choose your topic, work out the rhetorical situation for your piece, and draft a tentative thesis statement, you need to generate material to explain and support your ideas.  One effective way to do so is by answering the “W” questions:  what? why, who, when and where? and how?  
You can use the “W” words to generate relevant questions to explore about your topic.  These questions can provide a beginning point for exploratory “free” writing and for research. 
FREE WRITING ON “WHAT” QUESTIONS

Step 1: Using the OWL resources, and your own imagination, write 3 “What” questions related to your research topic.

Step 2: Spend five minutes freewriting (writing without stopping) in response to these questions. (Set a timer!) 
Step 3: Go back and read over what you wrote and highlight, underline, asterisk, change font color, or otherwise indicate what material you think might be promising for your paper.  Don’t be surprised if you throw out a lot – even most of it.  The goal was to get your ideas flowing.
FREE WRITING ON “WHO” QUESTIONS

Step 1: Using the OWL resources, and your own imagination, write 3 “Who” questions related to your research topic.

Step 2: Spend five minutes freewriting (writing without stopping) in response to these questions. (Set a timer!) 

Step 3: Go back and read over what you wrote and highlight, underline, asterisk, change font color, or otherwise indicate what material you think might be promising for your paper.  Don’t be surprised if you throw out a lot – even most of it.  The goal was to get your ideas flowing.
FREE WRITING ON “WHEN” and “WHERE” QUESTIONS

Step 1: Using the OWL resources, and your own imagination, write 3 “When and Where” questions related to your research topic.

Step 2: Spend five minutes freewriting (writing without stopping) in response to these questions. (Set a timer!) 

Step 3: Go back and read over what you wrote and highlight, underline, asterisk, change font color, or otherwise indicate what material you think might be promising for your paper.  Don’t be surprised if you throw out a lot – even most of it.  The goal was to get your ideas flowing.
FREE WRITING ON “WHY” QUESTIONS

Step 1: Using the OWL resources, and your own imagination, write 3 “Why” questions related to your research topic.

Step 2: Spend five minutes freewriting (writing without stopping) in response to these questions. (Set a timer!) 

Step 3: Go back and read over what you wrote and highlight, underline, asterisk, change font color, or otherwise indicate what material you think might be promising for your paper.  Don’t be surprised if you throw out a lot – even most of it.  The goal was to get your ideas flowing.
FREE WRITING ON “HOW” QUESTIONS

Step 1: Using the OWL resources, and your own imagination, write 3 “How” questions related to your research topic.

Step 2: Spend five minutes freewriting (writing without stopping) in response to these questions. (Set a timer!) 

Step 3: Go back and read over what you wrote and highlight, underline, asterisk, change font color, or otherwise indicate what material you think might be promising for your paper.  Don’t be surprised if you throw out a lot – even most of it.  The goal was to get your ideas flowing.
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